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A«T. III.— The Suvm Churches of Asia in 1846. By 
Captain Newbold, F.H.S., &c. 

Uni>kr tho impression that any notice, however scant, bearing on tlio 
present state of tho sites of tho Seven Churches of Asia, will not provo 
wholly unacceptable to the Society, I have ventured to offer a few 
notes taken during a recent tour to these interesting localities. 

In tho Revelations, the Divine messages arc addressed to tho 
Churches iu the following order : — 



Ephesus 
Smyrna 
Peiioamus 

TlIYATIKA 



Saudis 

Philadelphia 

Laodicea. 



In point of statistical importance, they rank iu tlio present day as 
below : — 



Smyrna 

PeIKIAMIJB 

Philadelphia 
Thyatiua 



Ephesus 

Saudis 

Laodicea. 



Ephesus, however, still retains its ecclesiastical superiority in 
giving title to a Greek Archbishop, while the other Churches have 
only Bishops or Suffragan Bishops at their head, all of the Greek 
Church, and subject to the Patriarch at Constantinople. 

Iu noticing tho sites of the several churches, 1 shall adhere to tho 
order in which they occur in the Revelations. 

Ephesus. 

Ephesus — the Great — tho Ornament of Asia— in deserted. Tho 
hungry jackal prowls iu tho grass-covered theatre which echoed back 
tho shouts of the tumultuous citizens, crying "Great is Diana of the 
Epliesians ;" the owl screeches from its lonely walls; a pestiferous 
marsh, exhaling malaria and death, chokes up its port; while vast dis- 
jointed masses of brick and mortar, scattered on the hill of Ayasaluk, 
alone serve to indicate the site of the Church of St. John, re-erected 
by Justinian, and whero the converts of St. Paul worshipped the 
only true and living God. 

" I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick 
out of his place." (lie v. ii. 5.) 

VOL. XIII. G 
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Ayasaluk, tho modern village, stands more than a mile from tho 
rains, and contains only one Christian hut — that of a Greek Cafeji ; 
about forty Turkish cottages aro scattered ovcr'the hill. 

The great marble mosuno at its foot no longer resounds with tho 
voices of the Muezzin and Khalib; it is fast participating in tho fate 
of the more ancient buildings. The interior is encumbered with rank 
vegetation ; tho marble fountains have long ceased to refresh tho air, 
and in many places tho wall has fallen in. 

This inosqno contains four largo granite columns, said to lutvo 
once formed part of the celebrated tcmplo of Diana. Their circum- 
ference (about eleven feet) I found to correspond closely with the 
dimensions of the broken gran i to pillars prostrato amid tho ruins of 
the vast structure overlooking the port, or rather the marsh, at tho 
western extremity of tho ruins, and which is gonerally believed to 
occupy the site of tho Tcmplo of Diana. Tho granite of ono of the 
latter columns has separated in flakes, evidently from tho action of 
intense heat, possibly at the timo of tho burning of tho tcmplo. 

Tho marbles and granite pillars in tho mosque appear to have 
been taken from the ruins of the adjacent church, which itself was 
probably enriched by tho spoils of the temple. 

Within the Acropolis on the hill of Ayasaluk, a fow paces beyond 
tho gateway, I observed, among the rubbish, a fragment of a sculp- 
tured stone, on which was inscribed tho legend 1 

E*E2IOY 

• Mr. W. .T. Hamilton, in Itis interesting Researches in Asia Minor (vol. I. 
p. all), stales tlint between five and six miles from Ephesus (Ayasaluk), on the 
Smyrna road, lie passed round the eastern foot of Mount Gallcsus, on the lofty 
and almost inaccessible summit of which is perched the solitary castle of Getchi 
Kalelt. lie did not visit it himself, and says that lie " was not aware that any 
traveller had visited it, although it would bo interesting to ascertain whether such 
a conspicuous point from all the surrounding country is Hellenic, Byzantine, or 
even of a still later period. Mr. Arnndcll suggests the possibility of its having 
been an old Persian watch-tower." I visited this mountain fortress en route to 
fcphnstis; and found it to bo Byzantine of a bad style. The position is strong — 
precipitous on every side, except along the ridge to the north. Tho castle presents 
a mere shell, of modern te dimensions, and in shape an irregular rectangle. The 
walls, about twenty feet high, are flanked by towers, and constructed, like those of 
several other Byzantine castles, in Asia Minor, of alternate courses of small slates 
and thicker cut stones, cemented by a hard mortar, containing small fragments of 
brick and stone. The layers of slate represent the layers of square brick seen in 
the construction of some Roman fortresses. The entrances are narrow, and 
square at top. Over the lintel is a small round arch of square brick. The 
interior is filled with rubbish mid vegetation. A few pieces of marble, apparently 
taken from some older structure, are seen built into the walls. I could not find 
any inscriptions. The position is very commanding, and wns no doubt selected as 
the key of the pass by tho valley of the Cayster, between Eplicsus and Smyrna. 
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Smyrna. 

Tlio population of Smyrna, which, according to Mr. Hartley, 
amounted iu 1824 to 



Turks 


. . 4.0,000 


Greeks . . 


15,000 


Armenians 


8,000 


Jews 


8,000 


Europeans 


1,000 


Total 
has now increased to 


77,000 


Turks 
Greeks 


. . 00,000 
50,000 


Armenians 


8,500 


Jews 

Levantines and Franks 


8,000 
4/200 



Total .. 130,700 

The town is still rapidly enlarging to tho south and south-cast ou 
the edge of tho hay to Windmill Point. The Greeks, who in 1824 
had only three churches, have now five; the Latins have three — iu 
1824, two; and tho Protestants two, as formerly. Eight of tho nine 
synagogues of the Jews, and the church of the Lazarists, were destroyed 
by the great fire iu 1841, and are now being rebuilt. 

The Greeks possess numerous schools. The Protestant schools 
established by Mr. Brewer have failed, crushed by the better sup- 
ported ami systematic machinery of tho Propaganda, which has a 
large college. Mr. Lewis, the English chaplain, has established a girls' 
school. 

The Greek Church of Smyrna is presided over by a Bishop under 
tho Patriarch, who resides at Constantinople, and continues iu a 
flourishing state. 

"Bo thou faithful unto death, and I will givo theo a crown of 
life." (Rev. ii. 10.) 

Peboamus. 

Pergamus is in a more flourishing state than all the other Churches, 
except Smyrna; aud, though rebuked for idolatry, received an equally 
gracious message through St. John. 

" 1 know thy works and whoro thou dwellest, even where Satan's 
scat is : and thou boldest fast my name, and hast not denied 
my faith, even iu thoso days wheroiu Antipas was my faithful 

G 2 
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martyr, who was slain among you where Satan dwelleth." 
(Rev. ii. 13.) 

The present population consists of 

Turks .. .. .. 14,000 

Greeks .. .. 1,600 

Armenians .. .. 300 

Jews . . . . . . 100 



Total .. 16,000 

In Mr. Smith's lime (1G71), there were only fifteen families of 
Christians, and those "badly off." 

The Christian quarter occupies the slope of the hill of the Acro- 
polis, on (he left hank of the river, ami contains two Greek and ono 
Armenian churches. The modern Greek church is a showy gilded 
edifice; the ancient one, supposed to be that of the Apocalypse, is 
small, dark, and sombre. Adjoining it is a Greek school, whero I 
found about thirty Greek children, reading portions from the Fathers, 
seated on the marble tombstones which formed the pavement of tho 
school. Tho adjoining Greek burial ground is crowded with inarblo 
tombstones, some of which bear inscriptions of considerable antiquity. 

On two stones, built into tho wall of a houso in the street loading 
to the church, the following inscriptions occur: 

No 1. 

AI'AUV^IIS-AINE-NQMEN AYSA 

AIAI2IAOT020nPA02IAIAl AYSA 

PEQMETPII2 AYSA 

IAI1IAKI2HKAAUMETPIOTIITI AYSA 

ETIMHeHTHAlKAIOSYNH AYSA 

No. 2. 

APX1TEKTJ1N 
OIOISATTEXNEITAISIEPOIS 
NKlKOAUMOSArAOOSAMAAHOKAI 

NKIKQNEOS 
MS'I'AAISAI'OKAIKOSMUSEAIIASI 
Al'OI>ANOMIONnEI>inATONlAIM«IAOTEIMINI 
ENIHfiAKKAAONElTONENMONONEYnOHA BPIIffl 

No. 3 occurs on a stone built, into the wall of a khan in tho heart 
of the city — 

No. 3. 

ROYAIIKAIOAHM02ETEIMH2AN 
AYAIANAAKlMOYBYrATEPAAKKAN 
I r : : KPAKAAYAIASAAKIMIAAIISIKPEIAS 
NIKII'MJPOYKAIIlOAIAAOSAeilNAS 
IIA21I2APETI12ENEKA 
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The following Roman characters are inscribed oil a stone in the 

wall of tho Turkish burial ground : — 

CF-TI 
SAMEI 
AORFV 

A mosquo in the city, on the left bank of the river, has been 
pointed out as formerly being a church of the early Christians. From 
tho style of architecture (Moorish), and its having no benia at tho 
eastern end, I should doubt its having been originally intended for a 
church. 

TlIYATlRA. 

Thyatira, tho fourth Church of tho Apocalypse, had entirely dis- 
appeared after the fall of the Byzantine Empire, until again brought 
to light under the Turkish name of Aks:i, or Alt Ilissar, towards tho 
close of the seventeenth century. 

Mr. Smith, tho English Chaplain, and Sir Paul Hycaut, tho 
English Consul at Smyrna, claim the merit of this discovery. 

It is still a flourishing town, containing about 2000 Greeks, 120 
Armenians, and 8000 Turks. 

" That which yo have already, hold fast till I come." (Rev. ii. 25.) 

The Greeks and Armenians have each a church here. That of 
tho Greeks is said to be the most ancient, and, the priest informed 
mo, is built on tho foundations, still visible, of the Church of the 
Apocalypse. It is a small but neat structure. In the churchyard tho 
following inscription appears on a marblo trough : 

No. 1. 

NENEAAON 

Al'XlEI'KAKAI 
APXONAIAIHOY 
ASUATPIAOZKAIA 
QNOeETIlNVlJOA 
AMENON r :','.? MIAYI'IIAION 
ANTONK1NON11A2IAE 
AKAITP1211PK2UEY2AN 
T All POSTOY2 A YTO 
KPATOPASliPOIKAKAI 
APX1EPA2AMENON EST.'*! 
IOYAA10NY2IOY ra A2IAB 
XOYIlEPEAMHNflNKAlA 
mNOeETOYKAIAl'XlE 
PE02KA12TE*ANII*0 
1'OYAIS r 1 1I2IIATPIA0 
AM'O r.*.1 A2IIAYAAH2 
PYTAMEil2E*H2IHN 

1UPE2I3 r Kii EIATHUIP02 
KAI2APC"!A2 
UIPA^PtSSS 
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No. 2 is copied from a slab of marble in the churchyard. 

No. 2. 



K/\ 


-TYTYXIAKATEEKT 


Y 

N 


A 




TJI 


r.71 EA'MIKAIEMI FS3 


N 


TQ 


YNBIOKAITEKNOE^ 


K. 


EI 


ONOI2KAIOPEMMASa 


I 


K/ 


MAPKEAAQTHAIE33 


a 


TH 


errATPoswioYKA ea 


Y 


11/ 


1'OKAQKAll YNAI ET3 


A 


TO 


2TPAI -I-I'-l A'lKAI CCS 


N 


AY 


OYM-IAEN02EXON K3 


E 


re 


20Y21ANE9HNA 


12 


M 








AT 
PIG 


TAI 


10THJE 




ESAAOT1 



No. 3. From a stone reversed in wall of street. 
IROYAHIIAI'EAY^I 

in ! nr;iKA!:r*:ioYA« noA 

AHM028ENHNANA 
IIPOTOYI 553 NOY2 

AT02ENTlK3inAPX 
AnsraMHrSJANOYwI 

xi « 1 1 rra osoen rm osoyi 

I2BOYAH2 m TS2NO 
0NCNE3API2T 

The following fragments occur in the Armenian churchyard : — 



No. 4. 
GYATEIPEKAIIE 



No. 5. 

MIIAEN 
TOY2T 



A brass coin, which I picked np, boro on ouo sido tho head of a 
Roman emperor, and on the reverse a lion passant, with tho dovice — 
GYATEIPUNQN. 

At Marmara, between Thyatira and Sardis, besides tho inscription 

in the market place, copied by Mr. Arundoll, I found the following 

fragments: — 

No. 1. 

MEPIMNOiSaANPI 
AMEP!?^YE3XASa 
r*3ES3KAIAMEPIMI 

rasrara soiyioy 

?S3!5s3 2IM02KAIE3 

rssiEsnsEssissEa 
wav^i EAnir^E^i 

MNEIA2XAPIN 
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No. 2. 

KAIAI'I t£3 IA tnS El'SIKHKAII E3 AHMO 
l'AYKO EZ1S3 H »33 IAl>02MH E3 OY -^ ON 

On pedestal in tho khan at Kirkatcb, bctwoon Thyatira and Por- 
gamus, is tho following fragment : — 

Tt"<3SO*IMOE 
KAIE fTO AIIXI'O 
£3 AA1TO 123 OAl O E 

Saudis. 

Sardis, lady of kingdoms, vying with Memphis in antiquity, once 
the proud capital of Crousus, fifth of the Churches, and subsequently 
selected as the placo of convention of several General Councils, is now 
more forlorn than oven Ephesus. A Turkish cafinct, mill, and shop 
of a poor Greek vendor of provisions and spirits linger on its deserted 
site, whilo a few black tents of the wandering Y crooks speckle tho 
neighbouring hills and tho borders of tho famous l'actolus. The 
thousand mounds, among which the tumulus of Alyatlcs rises con- 
spicuous, the Necropolis of tho Lydian kings, and the melancholy 
shores of the Gygican Lake, tho intervening Hat swampy plain of tho 
Iiermus, seen from the heights of Mount Tmolus, on whose declivities 
tho ruins of Sardis are scattered, by no means diminish tho solemn air 
of sadness which prevails around. 

"I kuoft- thy works, that thou hast a name, that thou livest and 
art dead." (Hev. iii. 1.) 

Two massivo buildings, near tho mill at tho bottom of the hill, aro 
said to have formorly been churches. The highest on the acclivity is 
supposed to have been tho Church of the Apocalypse. It is now 
rootless, and four only of tho buttresses which originally strengthened 
the wall, and from which sprang tho massive brick arches of the roof, 
aro left standing. The walls aro in great part made up of portions of 
marble pillars, entablatures of tho Corinthian and Ionic architecture, 
with which tho capital of Lydia was so richly embellished. This 
building must, therefore, bo posterior to the destruction of tho Pagan 
temples, as Mr. Hamilton justly observes. Tho buttresses are partly 
composed of white marblo. The benia, if any existed, is gone, as well 
as tho opposite extremity of the wall. 

Tho structure lower down is evidently of older date, built of cut 
stone, with marblo buttresses and a brick arched roof, which has fallen 
in. It is seventy-eight paces long by fifteen, and had somicircular 
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terminations at tlie cast and west ends, which projected externally, as 
is evident by tho direction of the broken ends of the wall. Mr. 
Hamilton, howover, is of opinion that these bcina-like terminations did 
not appear externally (vol. I. p. 14). They aro common to many 
similar massive structures in Asia Minor. 

The stream which turns tho mill of Sardis is not the Pa«tolus, as 
some have supposed. Tho Pactolus emerges from a gorge in Mount 
Tniolus, a few hundred paces to the west of this stream, by the ruins 
of the gigantic Ionic temple of Cybcle, through the plain of Sardis, to 
tho Ilcrmus. The golden sands of this river, nanTah\i> Ivxpwriv, could 
scarcely havo derived their appellation from the gold they produced, 
as they are not auriferous, or from their colour, which is a light red- 
dish brown, and not yellow. It glitters with numberless particles of 
mica, often gold-coloured, whence, perhaps, tho epithet. The bed of 
the river contains rounded pebbles of mica-slate, clay-slate, limestone, 
quartz, jasper, and bassuiito, or Lydiuu stone, brought down from tho 
steeps of Tmolus. 

The opening of somo of tho singular tumuli, composing tho Necro- 
polis of tho Lydian kings, more especially that of Alyattcs, is a 
desideratum to which I would fain direct the attention of the Society. 
It is probable their interior will be found to correspond with those 
singular tombs (supposed those of the Pclopidcs) on tho hills near 
Bournahat, overlooking the Gulf of Smyrna. In case of this sug- 
gestion being carried into execution, it would be advisable to open 
some of the smaller tumuli, with a viow to ascertain the mode of con- 
struction, previous to attacking the tomb of Alyattes. 

Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia, tho sixth of tho Churches, now ranks after Smyrna 
and Pcrganms in point of population, which amounts to 10,000 Turks 
and .1000 Greeks. It boasts of 25 churches, in 20 of which, however, 
service is performed only onco a year. They are all small ami mean, 
and contained many fragments of columns and ancient sculpture. 

A massive ruined pile, which had once an arched brick roof, like 
the structures at Sardis, was pointed out to me as the Church of the 
Apocalypse. On the road to this church I observed two inscriptions; 
the first on a sarcophagus used as a fountain, and the second on a 
stono reversed, built into a wall at the angle of a street. 

No. 1. 

TAIOY IOYAIOY TYIMNNOY 
EZ3YIOS EAlESiEaeaEEEni 
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No. 2. 

rrj*AAIXEAAON 
KAAYAIANONYIIA 

1VKON 
RSIUMEAIieKNTOS 
TW2ANTA2E02 
rAYKOr^IIAUIOY 
AY10YIOYAA1XOY 

On one of the fountains outside the town is a bas-relief, in bad 
style, representing a gazelle-hunt. Many fragments of marble, with 
bas-reliefs, entablatures, fee, are seen in the walls of private houses. 

By the Turks, Philadelphia is now called Allah Shahr (God's city) 
— a name which, as Mr. Hamilton correctly observes (vol. II. p. 370), 
has sometimes been supposed (erroneously) to be the explanation of 
the words addressed to that church, ''(ho name of the city of my 
God." Its present comparative flourishing slate, however, bears 
forcibly on the message of grace addressed to it by St. John : 

" 1 know thy works: heboid, I have set before thee an open door, 
and no man can shut it; for thou bast a little strength, and 
hast kept my word, and bast not denied my name." (Uev. 
iii. 8.) 

Philadelphia is the residence of a Greek bishop, who adds to this 
title those of Laodicca, ilierapolis, and CoIossac. 

Laodicea, 

The seventh and Inst of the Churches, the very site of which had 
been forgotten for centuries, was brought to light again, under its 
present name (Eski Ilissar) by Mr. Smith ami Sir Paul Ityeaut 
towards the close of the seventeenth century. It was then, and is 
now, a melancholy mass of deserted ruins. 

" Because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will 
spue thee out of my mouth." (Rev. iii. 10.) 

The ruins of an ancient church still exist. 

The hills on which Laodicea stands have been supposed byr some 
travellers to be of volcanic origin ; but they arc entirely composed of 
aqueous beds, consisting of layers of marly chalky limestone, both 
compact and cellular, overlaid in some places by a loose micaceous 
sand-stone and pudding-stone. The surface of the hills is frequently 
covered with a rolled gravel of mica slate and quartz pebbles, derived 
from the lofty ridges of Cadmus (Itaba Dagh). These beds have been 
shaken and fissured by the numberless earthquakes which have con- 
vulsed this part of Asia Minor; but they still maintain their nearly 
horizontal position. 



